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Figure 1. Vicinity map1 

 

 

Location: South of Lanes Island, Casco Bay, Yarmouth, Cumberland County, Maine 

 

Purpose: Standard lease for the bottom and suspended culture of American/eastern oysters 

(Crassostrea virginica) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Site Review by: Jon Lewis, Marcy Nelson, and Flora Drury 

Report Preparation by: Marcy Nelson, Flora Drury, and Cheyenne Adams   

 

Report Submitted: May 22, 2020 

  

                                                      
1Unless otherwise noted, all figures in this report were created in ArcMap version 10.6 using digitized NOAA Nautical Charts or geo-

referenced aerial photographs provided by The Maine Office of GIS (orthoCoastalCascoBay2013). 
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Application Summary 

The applicant is requesting 7.652 acres south of Lanes Island in Casco Bay for the suspended culture 

of American/eastern oysters (Crassostrea virginica). The proposal includes 4 180-foot-long rows of 

floating mesh bags (36òLX24òWX3òH each). Each row would be comprised of 2 parallel groups of 

bags, with 100 bags per group (800 floating bags in total). The applicant further proposes to deploy 

up to 200 cages (48òLX36òWx15òH each), arranged in 2 parallel rows of 100 cages each and sunk to 

the bottom year-round. Each row of bottom cages, including the anchoring tether, would measure 

approximately 390 feet.3 All gear would be deployed in the northern ~2 acres of the proposed lease. 

The remainder of the area, if granted, will be used to freely plant American oysters on the bottom 

sediments for growth to market size. The applicant intends to harvest primarily by hand or rake while 

walking the area at low tide. A small drag (24ò wide) is proposed for potential use during colder 

periods. The applicant anticipates being on site ~3 days/week for seeding, maintenance, and harvest 

during the spring, summer, and fall. A tumbler, powered by a 4-stroke Ryobi generator, is proposed 

for these operations. 4 

General Site Characteristics 

Maine Department of Marine Resources (MDMR) Scientists Jon Lewis, Marcy Nelson, and Flora 

Drury assessed the proposed lease site on November 21, 2019. MDMR arrived on site at 

approximately 11:05 am and the tide was in the late ebb stage. 

The proposed lease occupies apparent subtidal waters south of Lanes Island, in Casco Bay, Yarmouth 

(Figure 1). The undeveloped shoreline of Lanes Island, north of the proposed site, features a rocky 

intertidal zone leading to mature forested upland (Images 1-3). At low water, mud flats extend from 

Lanes Island and the Freeport mainland to the north (Image 3) and open, yet shoal, waters are to the 

east (Image 4). Little Moshier and Moshier Islands are to the southeast (Images 4 & 5); to the south 

and west, between the proposed lease and Cousins Island, is a marked navigation channel leading to 

the Royal River (Images 5 & 6). 

                                                      
2 Application described the area as ñ~8 acresò. DMR calculations, based on the application coordinates, indicate the area is 7.65 acres. 
3 Application, pages 5-7 and 27-29 
4 Application, pages 12-13 
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Image 1. Looking northwest toward Lanes Island and the Royal River from the proposed lease 

(November 21, 2019). 

 

 
Image 2. Looking north toward Lanes Island from the proposed lease  

(November 21, 2019). 
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Image 3. Looking northeast toward Lanes Island, and Stockbridge Point in the background, 

from the proposed lease (November 21, 2019). 

 

 
Image 4. Looking east betwen Crab, Bustins, and Little Moshier Islands from the proposed 

lease (November 21, 2019). 
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Image 5. Looking south between Little Moshier Island and Blaney Pt., Cousins Island from 

the proposed lease (November 21, 2019). 

 

 
Image 6. Looking west toward Parker Point from the proposed lease (November 21, 2019). 

 

 

 

 


